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no delays, ſo t admits of no Excuſes , eſpeci- 


To the Right Honorable 
Sir FOHN MOORE, Kt. 
Lord Mayor of the City of London; 


And to the. 
COURT ff ALDERMEN. 


MY- LORD, 


VI” defign in Preaching this Sermon 
Was to recommend the Duty of Obe- 
dience ; and left I ſhould confute it 
frft my ſelf, it 1s now Printed, IT could ea- 


fuly have declined both with the ordinar "Y CXCU- 


ſes » The difficulty of the task and of the 
times, The cenſortouſneſs of the «Age, 4 my. 


own unfieneſs, and might lily ſeek Satin by 
framing an Apolog -) : But as Obedience makes 


ally 


ere eo ae hn rl i nr EO EEE". 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ally where the «Authority is good , and the. 
ting not unreaſonable : And therefore, ſuch 
as it ts, I have expoſed it to Publick View un- 
der your Patronage, hoping it may mn ſome 
meaſure edifie the Readers as 1t pleaſed * 
Hearers. = 

eAnd I am bold to prefix your Lt h 
Name to it , becauſe you countenan(Þ# 
Dottrme by hs Example, being Emin\t 11 
theſe Virtues which commend a Pious (hit is 
an, an Upright Magiſtrate and a Lo! 
jetf. That the King may never want ſuch 
Faithful Subjefts , nor this Famous City ſuch 
' Magiſtrates, as are true to the real Intereſt of 
the People by their Immoyable Fidelity to the 
(rown,, and Conformity to the Eftabliſhed 
Laws, 1 the hearty Prayer of 


Your Lordſhips 


moſt Obedient Servant, 


Hex. Dove. 


AS 


A 


SERMON 


Tirus Il. 1. 


Put them in mind to be ſubjef to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates.----- 


| Hen S. Paul had converted the Cre- 
_ tians to the Faith of Chriſt, and 
was conſtrained to leave the Iſland 


that he might Preach the Goſpel to other Coun. 
tries; he left Titus behind him with full Com- 
miſſion to ſet ſuch things in order as his ſhort ſtay 
there would not allow him to reform, and to 
ordain Presbyters in every City , that ſo the whole 
Iſland might be furniſhed with able Paſtors, 

Chap. 1. 5. 
And to the end , both He and They might dil- 
charge their duty to the benefit of the Church, he 
B- g1Ves: 
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gives him inſtructions in this Epiſtle how he 
{honld govern himſelf and thole committed to 
his charge : what Doctrine he ſhould Preach, 
and what Diſcipline he {ſhould ule throughout his 
Province; and that not only with an eye to the 
general duties of the Goſpel , which are here 
compendioully laid down tor all orders and de- 


grees of men ; bur with a ſpecial regard to thoſe 


errors and vices, which the Apoſtle had obſery'd 

moſt rife among 'em. | 
There are many (lays he) unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers , who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching 
things which they ought not, for filthy lucres ſake : And 
ther mouths muſt be ſtopt; chap. 1. 10. There 
are others notorious for Lying , Luxury and 
Sloth; for which they are branded by one of their 
own Poets; andIamallo able to atteſt the ſame 
from the liccle experience I had of *em : Thy wit- 
neſs is true ; wherefore rebuke them ſharply , that they 
may be ſound in the Faith, ver. 13. There are ſome 
that give heed to Jewiſh Fables , and Pharifaical 
Traditions , teaching the commandments vf 
men for the doctrines of God, and fo turning 
themſelves and others from the Truth , ver. 14. 
men of defiled minds and conſciences, Chriſtians 
in name, but Heathens in manners, filling up 
their iniquity with the leven of Hypocrifie , For 
they profeſs indeed that they know God , but in works 
they 


{) 


{} 
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they deny him, ver. 16. There are others given 
ro brawling, contention, and evil ſpeaking, 
chap. 3.2. and they were probably ſuch as were 
raxed before for 1d]eneſs, ſuch as ſpent their time 
like the men of Athens in hearing or talking of 
ſome new matter ; idle intheir own, and buſte in 
other mens affairs, doing any thing but what they 
ſhould, or nothing to the purpole, or that which 
is worſe than nothing : For idjeneſs we know is 
the teeming mother of Vice and Miſchief, and 
was indeed the epidemical fin of that people; 
and therefore he charges *em again and again, that 
they take upon themſelves ſome honeſt profeſſi- 
on, and abide inthe ſtation allotted to them, and 
perform the duties of their own calling, which 
is the importance of thoſe phraſes , Be careful to 
maintain good works , ver. 8. and let ours learn to 
maintain 2ood works for neceſſary uſes, ver. 14.. This 
is the way to preſerve Unity in the Church, and 
Peace in the State ; and *twill diſpoſe *em in time 


to maintain the works of their heavenly calling 


roo: For when men keep to their own ſtation, 
and do the works of their proper calling , they 
are in God's way, and have the promile of his 
bleſſing ; Bur when they are idle, they lic open to 
all thewiles of Satan ; and hence they are uſual. 
ly contentious, turbulent and miſchievous: when 
they will needs be medling where they have no- 

B 2 _ thing 
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thing to do, and thruſting an Oar into every Boat, 
when they leave their own ſtation, and invade 


another mans office, there is confuſion and every 


evil work; there is railing and reviling , lan. 
der and back-biting, rancor and ſpite ; there the 
heart is fill'd with malice, and the rongue with 
deadly poiſon , and the hand with violence or 
blood. 

Andtonameno more, for the Country was 
full of che like dilorders; there were others ad- 
dicted ro Faction and Sedition , eſpecially thoſe 
of the Jewiſh party ; repining at the Govern- 
ment under which they livd, and ready upon 
every occaſion to ſtir and foment tumults: For 
of all the Nations under heaven the Jews were 
moſt impatient of a Forein Yoke, and having 
been once Gods peculiar people under his imme- 
diate government and care, (though by the juſt 
judgment of God upon 'em they had now fortei- 
ted that high Prerogative) they could not endure 
co think of ſubmitting themſelves to Strangers, 
nor brook ſubjeftion unto Heathen Governors. 
Nay, there was one Sect among '*em infatuated 
with the error of Judas of Galilee, As 5.37. who 
inthe days of taxing bad drawn away much people under 


this pretence, that the children of Abraham ought 


not to be ſubject tothe Pagan Emperors, becauſe 
they were aliens from the loins of Abraham, and 


the Commonwealth of Iſrael. Thele 
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Theſs were ſcatter'd up and down in moſt 
quarters of the Empire , and doubtleſs they 
{warm'd in that rich and populous Ifland, renow- 
ned for no leſs than an hundred Cities , fince they 
were likely to gain molt Prolelytes and Abettors 
in ſuch places. Hence S. Ferom tells us, that the 
reaſon why the Apoſtle ſo often inculcates the 
doctrine of ſubjectioa and obedience, and parti- 
cularly here in the Text, was to cure the fcandal 
which the {editions practices of thele men had 
brought upon other Chriſtians, who were gene- 
rally craduc'd as evil doers, and ſometimes ſut- 
ter'd Perſecution upon this ſcore, and to vindicate 
the honor of Chriſtianity it ſelf , which was blaſ. 
phemed among the Gentiles for their ſakes. | 
This was the ſtate of the Crerians in thoſe ear- 

ly days of the Goſpel, when S. Paul commanded 
Titus to teach and exhort, and rebuke *em with all at- 
thority; And if there be any in theſe laſt and pe- 
rilous times, to whom their character, either in 
part or in the whole is ſuited, fure we have {o 
much the more realon now, to warn the.unruly and 
to animate the good Subject , by how much the 
Government under which we live, (bleſſed be 
God for it) is incomparably more eaſte, juſt and 
good, than that of the firſt Ages. And therefore 
I beleech you to hearken with meekneſs, while I 
ſpeak the words that become ſound doftrine, not to ex- 
alſperate 
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aſperate or accuſe any, unleſs their own hearts 
condemn em, but to ſhew the reaſonablcneſs 
and equity of our dutiful Obedience to the Eſta- 
bliſh*d Government. And for ſo doing , not only 
the Doctrine it (elf, but the diſcretion of the 
choice, is ſufficiently warranted from this Apo- 
folical Commiſſion. Put them in mind to be ſub- 
ject to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 

In which words we may obſerve three general 

Arts. 
, I. Publick Authority preſuppos'd. Principa- 
lities and Powers. 

II. Subjection and obedience enjoyn'd. To be 
ſubje& and to obey. 

[II. The duty of Miniſters inculcated. Put 
them in mind. 

Of theſe briefly in their order as they plainly 
lie before us : To which 1 ſhall add ſuch reaſons 
and motives as may endear the duty to us; and 
then conclude with a word in ſeaſon, to the occa- 
ſton that brought us hither, 

1. Publick Authority preſuppos'd under the 
words | «px; @ grams | Principalities and Pow- 
ers : For Magiſtrates are not expreſſed in the Ori- 
ginal, but ſeem to be added in our Tranſlation 


to explain the other, as by an uſual Figure in Holy 


Wric. ThePower it ſelf is put for the Perſons endu- 
ed with it;the abſtract for the concrete, Luke 12.11. 


Rom. 
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Rom. 8.38. Andto fave me the labour of Quo- 


cations, it is twice together in one Verle, Rom. 13. 
3. For Rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the 
evil ; wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? do that 
which is good. Where Rulers and Power interpret 
each other ; and by good and evil works is plain- 
ly meant, the doers of ſuch works. To be ſubject . 
therefore to the Power , 1s to ſubmit to the Per- 
ſons inveſted with ic; as S. Peter alſo enjoyns in 
that knowa place, 1 Pet. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves 
runto every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; to 
every humane creature, ſo cis literally tranſlated, 
though our Mother Tongue does ſcarce reach the 
importance of it : For *tis an Idiom, originally 
deriv'd from the Hebrew Language , wherein 
mw"12 Or creature is often put for Man, becauſe he 
is the moſt excellent of all the viſible Creation, 
Mark 16. 15. And hence the Syriac renders it, 
To all the fons of men, that have the preemi- 
nence among you; to all that excel in Digniry 
and Authority , Subordinate or Supreme : For 
ſo, to put all out of doubr, the Apoſtle interprets 


himſelf, ver. 14. Whether it be to the King as ſu- 


preme, or unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent 
by him for the puniſhment of evil. doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well, And this I note by the 
way, becaule the Papiſts on one hand, and the 
Sectaries on the other have made ſuch a ſtir abour 

this 
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this phraſe, and are glad of any appearance from 


Holy Writ, that they may leſſen or invalidate the 


Authority of Kings , while one {ide would have 
*em derive it from the Pope, the other from the 
People; and tho they manage the Argument by dif- 
ferent mediums, yet they both agree in the conclu- 
ſion, which is to bring *em under, or to pull 'em 
down, as it beſt ſerves their turn, For tho it be 
ſiled here, an Ordmance of man , becaule it is or- 
dain'd among men , and chicfly reſpects them, 
yet by S. Paul it is expreſlly called , The Ordinance 
of God, becauſe ir is deriv'd from him alone. 
Rom. 13. 2. Whoſoever refiſteth the Power , reſiſteth 
the Ordmance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive 
to themſelves danmation. And here again our ſub- 
miſſion to the King is required for the Lord's 
ſake; and why for his 2 bur becauſe the Lord 
hath ordain'd him as his Vicegerent upon Earth 
for the adminiſtration ol Publick Juſtice, in di- 
fpenſing Rewards and Puniſhments according to 
mens.deſerts. And becaule he is God's Creature, 
not only as he is a man, but as heis a Magiltrate, 
Be obedient to him in well doing ; for ſo is the will of 
God, that with well -ao;ng ye may put to ſilence the [7- 
norance of fooliſh men, .ver. 15. That you may 
ſtop the mouths of the Heathens , who will judg 
of your Religion by your actions, and chink that 
no better than your ſelves ; forif you diſturb the 

peace 
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peace of the world , reaſon it ſelf will bid *em 
conclude, Surely that Religion is not from God, 
which teaches men to break the Civil Peace, and 
perverts the ends of Government. There is no 
way to anſwer the Argument, or avoid the Re- 
proach, but by your dutiful Obedience, and there- 
| fore ſubmit your ſelves ; for ſo is the will of God : 

t were it not his Ordinance , he would never will 

it. Which brings me to the ſecond. 

2. Subjection and Obedience enjoyn'd, 
along, nlapyear. The firſt imports Subjecti- 
on and Subordination in a regular way, where 
ſome .are above, and others gradually below : 
The ſecond denotes properly Obedience to ther? 

| juit Laws and Commands, by which I mean ſuch, 
; as do not interfere with Gods. For in every pub- 
| lick and great Community, there is of neceſlity a 
Supreme Power, whether it be lodged in few or 

more : and inevery Kingdom where the Crown 

is Imperial, a Supreme Governor next. under 

God, to whom all the reſt are ſubje& by Gods 
appointment. 'Thereis a 4m on Gods part, 

and an wmlzw on ours ;.the Ordinance and Com- 

mand is Gods, the Submiſſion and Obedience 

ours, according to: the will of Ged. And the 

Rule of our Obedience is as plain as the Com- 

mand is poſitive, whether we reſpe& Liberty, or 

(. Conſcience, or both together, which are the uſual 
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pleas againſt it : If chat paſs into a Law, which 
is not repugnant or inconſiſtent with the Laws of 
God, we muſt needs obey it ; it jt be repugnant 
we muſt needs ſhubmir under it, tho we muſt not 
comply with it; for here that antecedent Rule 
takes place, To obey God rather than man. "The rea- 
fon of which is tinalterable and eternal , becauſe 
God is higher than the higheſt, che Almighty So- 
vereign and Law-giver. And this is implyed in 
the words immediately following the Text, left 
men ſhould think the Apoſtle requires it right or 
wrong, Put them in mind to obey Magiſtrates , to be 
ready to every good work & intimating to us, that we 
muſt ſhew our Obedience oy our ready comply- 
ance in good works ; for if the Magiſtrate com- 
mand. what is evil, there is no obligation to per- 
form it, becauſe nothing can oblige us to do evil. 
But what it the thing commanded be nei- 
ther good norevil , butof an indifferent nature ; 
what muſt we do in that caſe ? why then we muſt 
undoubtedly obey ir, for otherwiſe there will be 
nothing lefr wherein the Magiſtrate may uſe his 
Power : What is good or evil in it ſelf, muſt be 
done or avoided for Gods ſake : what is not ſo in 
it felf, butonly in regard of the end for which it 
is enacted , being judg'd ſo by the Magiſtrate for 
the good of the .Community ; this muſt be ob. 
{erv'd, both for God's ſake, and his too, becauſe 
God 
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God requires our Obedience to him in theſe 
things. But whatthen becomes. of qur Liberty, 
if another muſt judg for us? Ic is where. jt was 
before ; we muſt obey, and yet we are as Free as 
Chriſt hath made us; nay, | doubt nat to add, we 
are molt Chriſt's Freemen , when we duly pbey 
our Governors juſt Laws, for ſeeing Chriſt hath 
commanded us to be ſubject not only for wrath, 
bur for conſcience ſake, that ſo we may avoidthe 
guilt of ſin, that Obedience which keeps us from 
110, (which is the only vaſlallage of- a Chriftian) 
can by no means infringe , bur does rather ad- 
vance our Chriſtian liberty. As free (lays the Apor 
ſtle, 1 Pet. 2.16. and not uſing your liberty for 4 
cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 'God. 'As 
though he had ſaid, Don't urge your liberty-4ar 
«594 a Pretence tO cover Your craftineſs ; a5 it that 
would excuſe your Dilobedienfe.; yau, are free 
indeed from fin, but not from 'yaur Obedience; 
Servants of God and yet Subjects to your Prince , 
and ſo much the better Servants, by how much 
the more you are good Subjects, # ; 
Another pretence of near a kin'to the former is 
that of Private Conſcience 5 for here again 'tis plea- 
ded, if I judg the thing commanded jo he evil, 1 
cannot be free from ſin; for to me at leaſt it 1s fan 
if I comply with the command during that per- 
ſuaſion, becaule the Apoltle aſlures me, What- 
C- 3 Over 
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ever is not of Faith is fin. But what if that perſna- 
fion-be falſe and erroneous, doſt thou not incur a 
greater ſin > Whatif ic be not afluredly grounded 
on the clear word of God, but only in thine own 
Opinion ? muſt a private Opinion weigh down 


the ballance againſt the publick good , the laws 


of the Community , the conſcience of thy Go- 
vernors, and the great Rule of Faith and.Con- 


ſcience, which is the Word of God ? That Word 


commands thee to Obey , 'and ſo binds thy Con- 
{cience, thy Conſcience bids thee not, and fo 
binds thee; which of theſe in reaſon ſhall take 
place ? muſt the Word be nulF'd by the Confci- 
ence, or the Conſcience guided by the Word ? 
What a ſad condition 1s that manin, who brings 
hitnfelf into theſe ſtraits, where Conſcience which 
{hould be his guide becomes his greateſt ſnare 2? 
For ſuch is the nature of an erroneous Conſcience, 
that it unavoidably betrays a man to ſin , whe- 
ther he follows it,or whether he reſilts it ; if he fol- 
lows his Conſcience, he fins, becaule it is errone- 
ous ; if he reſiſts it, though it be erroneous, he 
{ins againſt his Conſcience. What then ſhall be 
done, or which way ſhall he turn him in theſe 


perplexities? Why, I know no expedient but 


one, that he ſpeedily burſt his ſhackles which 
himſelf has faſtned and not God, by ridding 
himſelt of ſuch a Conſcience, And the way to do 
it is this , Es Thar 
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That he be not overwile in his own conceit, 
nor lean too much to his own underſtanding, but 
allow the poſlibility ar leaſt of his being in anar. 
rear, that he is but a man, and not infallible : 
That he lay by Paſſion and Prejudice, Partiality 
and Intereſt, and ſincerely examine the grounds. 
of his perſuaſion, not as pleaſing men, but God, who 
tryeth our hearts : That he humbly conſult better 
judgments, whoſe Office it is to inform and eaſe 
his Conſcience, namely his lawful Paſtors, whoſe 
lips preſerve knowledg, and are ſer over him in 
the Lord for that purpoſe : Thar he believe his 
Governors have a conſcience too, for which they 
muſt anſwer as well as himſelf; and ſeriouſly 
conlider whoſe plea is moſt likely to be admitted 


at Gods high Tribunal :. And above all , that he 


earneſtly pray for the ſpirit of. meekneſs and hu- 
milicy, the ſpirit of wiſdom, diſcretion and holy 
fear, while he compares his Conſcience with the 
Rule of Gods Word impartially., and God him-. 


ſelf hath promis'd that he will nor deny his Spirit 


to ſuchan humble Petitioner and Enquirer. 
To.chele we may add in the laſt place the pre- 
rence of. both together, I mean liberty of Conſcience; 
To which [ſhall only ſay two things, and I leave 
'em to your ſober thoughts : Firſt, char Liberty 
of Conſcience, if it be weltweigh'd, ſounds like | 
a. contradiction ; for Liberty imports Freedom . 
C 2 with... 
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without reſtraint, but Conſcience was always 
bound ever fince it was plac'd in humane ſouls; 
and though I am free indeed in regard of my ati- 
ons which proceed trom my Conlicience, yet my 
Conſcience is not freed from the antecedent rule 
of my a&ions,which is the law of God, for by that 
it is always bound. The {econd 1s this, There is no 
ſuch phraſe throughour che Bible as Liberty of Con- 
ſcience , not one place in Scripture where theſe 
words are joyn'd rogerher, bur for Obedience to our 
Governors there are twenty. I ſpeak to knowing | 
- men, judg ye, what [ lay, 

3. The Duty of Paſtors and Teachers incul- 
cated ; waymuwnore, Put 'em in mind, admoniſh 
'em often of it, and bring it to their remem- 
brance : as S. Peter does twice together in an- 
other caſe, 2 Pet. 1. 12,13. 1 will not be negligent 
to put you always in remembrance of theſe things, though 
ye know them,and be eſtabliſhed m the preſent truth. Nea, 
T think it meet, as long as I am m this tabernacle , to 
ftir you up, by puttmg you m remembrance. There 
are ſome Duties we are apt to forget, or very un- 
willing to remember; and ſome people there are 
who care not for a Preacher, that tells 'em often 
of their duty ; inſomuch that a moral Preacher is 

b made a by-word to fright the ignorant, and to | 
render *em averſe, ſince they know no better , to 


their Pariſh Guide. If he rub up their memories, 
and 
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and touch 'em ina ſore place, they have a preſent 
remedy for it, by hearing him no more, and 
think ic ſufficient excuſe for their abſence or go- 
ing aſtray, toſay, They do notlike his way. Bur 
if a man ſetupa ſeparate Congregation in oppo- 
ficion to the Eſtabliſhed Laws and Worſhip, if he 
fill cheir heads with aiery Speculations inflead of 
practical and ſearching Truths, if he daub with 
untemper'd mortar, or ſow pillows under their 
elbows, and can but help 'em co an evaſion from. 
this Duty of Obedience, he ſhall have followers 
enough. This is a certain ſign, that tho men 
know their Duty, yet they do nor love to hear it, 
ſince they forſake the Aſſemblies where they are - 
honeſtly told of it. But (my Brethren) 7 am per- 
ſuaded better things of you , thongh I thus ſpeak, and_ 
things that accompany ſalvation : For certainly Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates is one of thoſe things, and 
if they that refift ſhall receive to themſelves dam- 
nation, then ſurely we may ſafely affirm,” and 
that withour any breach of Charity, or ſtretching 
beyond our line , That they who oppole '*em in 
lawtul things, or refule to obey 'em inthe ſame, 
without a timely gen Reformation, 


are in great danger of it. Suffer me therefore, as 


the Apoſtles lead the way both by Precept and 
Example , to. put you in remembrance of theſe 
things, though you know *em as well asI, and 

ro 
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to inculcate a little further this Duty of Obedi.. 
ence, you cannot forget that you are Subjects, 
and you cannot bur know that Subjects are bound 
in conſcience to obey their lawtul Governors. 

Now that you may perform this Duty , not 
grudgingly or barely of neceſlity, but with chear- 
tul and loyal hearts , ler me commend theſe fol- 
lowing motives to your ſerious conſideration and 
conſcientious practice. 

1. Lerus conſider, That Obedience to Ma- 
giſtrates is a prime Duty of Piety and Religion, 
wherein the Honor and Authority of God are 
particularly concerned , not only becaule he re- 
quires it by manifold Precepts, but becauſe ma- 
giſtrates are his Officers and Miniſters, by whom 
he governs the world , and adminiſters his Pro- 
vidence towards men , and to whom he has gi- 
' ven partof his own Power for that purpoſe. He 
removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings, ſays 
Daniel, 2. 21. by him they reign, and by him 
they decree Juſtice , Prov. 8. 15. They are the 
Miniſters of God to us for good, ſays S. Paul, 
Rom. 13.4. In his name and behalt they act, and 
him they repreſent, being God's viltble Deputies 
upon Earth by his own Commiſſion , and inſtru- 
ments of his Power and Providence for our bene- 
fic: Hence he joyns '*em with himſelf, and ſome- 
times ſtiles *em by his own name, T have ſaid, ye 

are 
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are Gods, Pſal. $2. 6. Fo. 10, 34. and frequently 
alſo by his Sons title, Mine: Anointed. I have 
found David my Servant, with my Holy Oyl hawe 
I Anointed cg Plal. $9. 20. An Emblem 
of their Sovereignty, _—_ Security alſo'of their 
Perſons. And again, Touch not mine Anvinted: 
Pal. 105. 15. Which was a Prohibition given 
in Charge, before that Oyl was uſed, torender 
both, ſacred and inviolable. So that by obey- 
ing their Laws, and , honouring. their Verſats, 
we own the Authority of God, and:ſubmit to 
it, but in the violation of eigen; God- him(elf is 
ſlighred and affronted, and. his Dominion: in 
effe& diſown'd. This was that which influenc'd 
David's heart, and tyed up his hands from 
oftcring Violence ——_ Saut; and tho' he 
was next Heir.tothe Crown, andalteady aaoin- 
ted to it ; tho' Saul thirſted for his blood; and 


perſecuted him by- force and fraud ; tho' he had _ ; 


the hearts of the people, and Saul was given up 
into his hands, ſo that he could-as ealily have * 
ſlain him, as hefcuc his! skirt ; Tiſay, .tho' he had 
all theſe plauſil ble incitertients, and a whole com- 
bination of preterices, yet this was that which 
kept him from fo great Iniquity: | 1 Sam. 24-6. | 
The Lord forbid that I ſhould dp this r ey unt9 
my Maſter the Lords Anointed, to ſtretch forthmy 


band againſt him, ſeeing be is the Lords Anointed. 
D But 


4 
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Bur here - You'l-:fay; *Had Sarl his Power from 
God ? does: God traft his * Authort tty in the 
hands of Evil Kings ?' So the Scripture tells us: 
For the Authority 4s ſtill frem God, tho* it be 
placed | in the hands of a ſinfull man, and it 
looſeth not its: efſence' by theacceſſion of perſo- 
na} miſcarriages : For theſe; -he muſt ſtand or 
 fall' only: ro bis own Maſter, and there is no Tti- 
bunal upon Earth can judg 2 him: Hence Darrel 
acknowledges the: gy SF Nebuchadnezzar-to 
be given him of God. \ Dar.-2. 37. ] The God 
of Heaven hath given thee '« Kingdom, Power and 
Strength, and Glory : : Qur Saviour own'd- the 
Authority of Pilate, even when he- Condemned 
him, to be from above, Joh. 19. 11. Thou couldſt 
bave no Authority at all againſt me, except it were 
given thee from above. And Nero-was Emperor 
when Saint Parl-wrote to the Romars, and yet 
obſerve in that Chapter of Loyalty and Allegi- 
ance, Rom. 13. 1. The Powers( ſays he ) that be 
| ai Jay that-are now in being | are Ordained of 
God, ver. 4. and to him he Exhorts 'em to pay 
Tributl and Cuſtome, Fear and Honour, wer. 7. 
So that you ſee the fins of the perſon doe not 
deſtroy the Power ,; but that it | hath fill -the 
fame Original, For he that ordained David did 
alſo ſet up Saul, Solomon, and Feroboam, Exekias 
and Ahab, Manaſſes and Jofias, Nero and Con- 
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flantins, Fulian and Theofofrns, alternately good 
and bad; and h&'that hath fail in'bte place,” By 
me Kings 'Reigh, Prove $. I 5. Hatly' fad alſo in 
another, 1 gave 'em a King in mine "Anger, Hoſea 
13. 11: And from Ekb# in Fob, we gather, 
That he maketh an Hypocrite to Reign, -When 
he 1s- minded to ſcourge a ſinful- People: Fob. 
34. 30. The Authority therefore of both is:im- 
mediately from God, To him alone they are ſub- 
Ject, and to him they muſt give an account, how 
they uſe or abuſe his Authority; But all the reſt 
are ſubje& next under God'to:them, and "muſt 
give an Account to both how they-diſcharge this 
Duty of Obedience. K 

2. The exigence of our Civil Afairs', and 
the Preſervation of the Publick” does exact this 
Duty from us : For the Execution of Juſtice 
between man-and man, the'ſafe and quiet En- 
joyment of Gods Bleſſings, and the Welfareand 
Peace: of the whole Comrmuinity; are extreamly 
concern'd and advanced by it. Now as Peace; 
which 1s an ineſtimable good in 1t -ſelf, and 
{weetens all other Blefſir [ngs, can never 'be pre- 
ſerved without Government, ſo neither can Go- 
vernment ſubſiſt without Obedienct to it. It 
every man ſhould have his will, and do that 


which 1s rioht 1n lis own Eyes, as they did 


when there Was 70 King 7H lirael, Tud. I7. 6. 
f) 2 there 
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there fouls be as many. Wills and Actions as « 


there are men : infinite competitions and end- - 


leſs quarrels would ariſe, for every man;would 
ſtrive c0.draw all to his own' Net, and Peace 


would. be . quite baniſh'd from the y aha of the 


Earth. Ne man could enjoy any thing quietly 
or ſafely but muſt deliver it up to'a ſtronger 


than himſelf; he that can: kill his Nei ghbor, will 


take his Poſſefſions too, and the Wodd -would: - 
ſoon become a Den of Thieves. - The: only 


Remedy againſ}-this intolerable inconvenience 


is being determined; by Laws undep a common 
Judge -and' Arbitrator of differences, who is 


equally concern'd and indifterently affected to- 
wards all, endued with Authority to decide 
emergent Caſes,' and arm'd with force to ſup- 


"refs Violence and Rapine. To which there- 


fore all men ſhould, not only in duty and rea- 
ſon, but alſo in point of intereſt refer and ſub- 
mit their pretences; and he that endeavours to 
enervate or defeat this excellent Provition for 
Publick Peace, may juſtly be reputed an Enemy 
to the whole Community, and ought to be 
puniſhed as a diſturber of it. | 
. Obedience to our Govyernors 1s founded in 
the higheſt Equity and Reaſon: For day by 
day we receive invaluable benefits by the influ- 
ence © of their Government and Conduct ; Pro- 
tection 


% 
b* 
+ 
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tetion of our Lives and Eſtates, of our Privi- 
ledges, Properties and Religion; ſecure Poſſeſli- 
on of the Gifts of God, and Liberty to encreaſe 
our ſubſtance by Trade and Trafhick, and to 


eat the fruit of our Labour, every man under 


his own . Vine, while there is no breaking 1n, 
nor going out, no leading into Captivity, and 


no juſt complaining 1 in our ſtreets. Happy are 
the People that are in ſuch a caſe, if we had but 


hearts to be thankful for it ; and if we compare 
our condition with other Nations, we cannot but 


acknowledge our own happineſs : : Yea, Bleſſed” 
are we of this Iſland who' enjoy theſe things in - 


Peace, and may the Bleſſing of Cod reſt upon 


them who: promote and preſerve our Peace. 


Wherefore let us unanimouſly ſhew forth our 
thankfulneſs by our Obedience, and chearfully 


endeayour in our ſeveral ſtations to uphold and 


maintain that Government that maintains and 


ſecures us: it is but an equal and juſt return, in 
regard of the benefits we receive from it ; By 


that we enjoy great quietneſs and plenty ; and 


therefore we ought to accept it always, and ir 


all places, with all thankfulneſs. And it it be 


Equity to uphold the Government becauſe it 


upholds us, what 1s it but great I:quzty to op-. 
poſe or diſturb that to which we ſtand ſo much. 


indebted ? 
4. Obe- 
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- 4+ Obedience to our Governours is a STE 11- 
cumbent on usin point of ingenuity and gratitude. 
For in preſerving . the Peace and Profperity of 
the Nation, they do not only preſerve ours, but 
for our advantage allo they undergo many cares 
and troubles, great toy] and labour., attending 


contimally for this very thing, Rom. 13.6. Tt | 
15 a great miſtake in thoſe that judge only by | 
appearances, to think the Lives of our Gover- f 


nours more pleaſant and caſte than other mens; 
whereas indeed they are of all moſt difficult 
and tull of Trouble. Their {ſplendor and At- 
tendances, their Riches and affluence of outward © If 
things, and whatever elſe 1s neceflary to-ſup- 
port thcir State and Grandeur, does not half 
countervail their continual ſollicitudes and cares 
from within, their croſſes and diſappointments 
from without, the 'cenſures and abloquies of 
querulous and peeviſh perfons, thewant: of eaſe 
and liberty they ſuſtain, and all' for:our fakes 
that we way hve in quiet. In regard of what ; 
rhey do and endure for us, -watching early 
mrs late for our good, they are deſervedly 
ſtiled Parents of this Conntrey and therefore 

tis an ungrateiul thing to add to their burden, 

and increaſe their rrouble by our frowardnefs | 
and dxfobcatence 3 "tis not only difingenuous. | 
but unjuſt, not to render 'em freely what may 
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encourage and comtort 'em in the diſchar 'Sge of 
their -arduous Office, that they. may do it with 


Joy and not with! grief. "Obedience will make 


their Office caſte; and our own condition ſafe, 
5. No man can diſobey his Governours with- 


bat breaking che-moſt Sacred Laws of Juſtice 


and Honefty ; without downright Perjury to- 
wards God, and pertidioulnels towards man. 
Every -one as {on as he 1s born, is under the 
ProteE&ton of the Government, - and becomes a 
Subje@ to his Natural Liege Lore; and therefore 
when he comes to exerciſe his ſenſi and to 
diſcern between good and-evil, as Religion and 
Reafbn will engage him to Fear God inthe firſt 
place, who has given him Lite and Being, fo 
in the next, 1t will teach him, to Honour the 
King and ſubmit to the Government, by which 
under God he enjoys his Well being'.; ; and he 
cannot but conceive himſelf under a natural ob- 
ligation of Obedience to the Laws of the Com- 
munity, of which Providence.and Nature have 
made him a Member, - And in purſuance of this, 

as well as the Law of God, the Government 
has a Right to tye the Conſciences of men by 
the' ftrmeſt bonds 1t can ; and to exact Oaths of 
Allegiance, and Promiſes of F idelity and Loyalty, 

that ſo it may ſecure and ſuſtain it ſelf, and be 
better enabled -to Protect them. . IR which 


Pro>- - 
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Promiſes and- Oaths being once” engag'd, it is 
horrible impiety and wickedneſs to violate 'em; 
for nothing-can excuſe us from the obligation of 
an Oath, but the plain unlawtulneſs of the mat- 
ter. to which we are {worn : Now this can never 
take place when we {wear Allegiance only to 
our Lawful Governours, according to. the wall 
of God, the diftates of Nature, the reaſon of 
the thing, the Example of all Ages, and the 
known Laws of our own Nation. Wheretore 
T connſel thee to keep the Kings Commandment, 
and to live in Obedience to his Governmenr, 
and that in regard of the Oath of God, "Tis the 
Counſel of the Preacher Eccl. 8. 2. and 'tis my 
Duty to mind you of it. 

Theſe things being ſeriouſly confider'd, it will 
eaſily appear, That Diſobedience has all that is 
baſe in it, and that Rebellion contains a whole 
conjugation of Wickedneſs : of which there 
ſeems to be an undeniable ſenſe in all mens 
minds, fince even they who love the thing, do 
uſually hate the name of Rebels, and ſuch as 
are conſcious of the guilt would gladly avoid 
the reproach of it; a plain indication of gwilt, 
as guilt is a manifeſt: Argument - of Sin and 
Wickedneſs. And therefore it 15 well com- 
pared by the Prophet Samuel to Witchcraft, 
1 Sam. 15. 23.Rebellionis a5 theSinof Witchcraft, 


and 
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and ftubborneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry. *Tis 
a Sin next to Blafphemy to ſpeak evil of digns- 
ties, adegree of prophaneſs to diſobey 'em, and 


intolerable Iniquity to Rebell againſt 'em. It 


i6as bad in its own nature as Murder or Thett, 
being as expreſly forbidden as theſe, and in its 
conſequence *tis far more miſchievous: Witneſs 
the dreadful miſeries that uſherd in and enſued 
the diflolution of a flouriſhing Monarchy within 
our own memories, when proſperous wicked- 
nefs prevail'd, and Rebellion rid in Triumph. 
For to rifle one man of his goods, 1s not ſo bad 
or hurtful, as to rob the Publick of its Peace ; 
to ſet an Houſe on fire is not fo peſtilent and 
hainous, as to be an Incendiary of the State, to 
make combuſtions in the Nation, and to blow 
up the Foundations of Publick Quiet: : To poy- 
{on or aſſaſſinate one private Perſon is not ſo 
horrid as to ſtabb a Common-wealth, to ſow 
the ſeed of Sedition in the Peoples mind and 
to raiſe inteſtine commotions in it ; in a word, 
to wrong one man is nothing in compariſon to 
the injuring of 4 Prince, and in Him the whole 


Common-weale; for in Him you wrong me and 


my Neighbour, and every one that is protected 
by Him, who are concerned in him, and ought 
to defend him as a Common Father. T might 


proceed to ſhew, how Rebellion debauches the 
E Con- 
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Conſcience, and hardens men in impiety, . anÞ 
opens a gap to all ſort of Villany ; till ac lengttr 
they grow. feared and ſencele(s of the evil of 
Sun, and Canfeience leaves off to rebuke 'em for 

: For-when Subjefts have drawn the Sword 
js their Sovercign, they uſually throw away 
the Scabbard, and 'tis rare very: rare to find'a 
Repenting Rebel. How tis directly oppoſite to 


the Spirit and Power of Chriſtianity, which is as 


its Author, holy and harmleſs, calm and gentle, 


meekand peaceable ; and no leſs deſtructive ro 
the practite of it, while 1t lets looſe the Reins, 
and opens the flood-gates of Ungodlineſs, gives 


vent to mens Paſſions, Luſts and-' Outrage, 


cancells all the ments of Love and Aﬀe- 


Gion, and violates all- Obligations Sacred and' 


Ciyil : How it makes the very Profeſſion of Re- 
ljgion odious and deſpicable, and expoleth it to 


contempt and reproach, as. the -great: Cauſe' of 
miſchiet and diſturbance to the world; And' 


this Expericnce hath ſadly. ſhewn, for UM 1s 


nathing hath prejudic' d and diſparag'd Religion 


among unconcern-d Jookers on, more than the 


FaGions and Sedicions it hath cauſed; I mean the 


_ falſe pretences and ſhadow of Religion : for the. 


Power of it hath no ſuch thing : Woe be to them 


by whom ſuch ſcandals come. And inbrief, How - 
'tis. cqatrary to. the Example of Chriſt, che - 


Bleffed : 
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Bleſſed Apoſtles, and the Primitive Saints and 
Chriſtians ; who copyed out the precepts of the 
Goſpel by their practiſe, and did never oppoſe 
or diſturb the Government under which they 
liv d, And if my time were not almoſt ſpent, 
I might alſo examine the 'pretences that have 


been made for Diſobedzence and Reſiſtance, and 


the evaſſons men have found to elude '( if pof- 
ſtble ) thoſe glorious -patterns-: For one has 
even libell'd the Primitive Chriſtians, alcribing 
their meekneſs and ſubmiſiion to neceſſ ity , 
rather than their Religion or their Virtue, as 
though they wanted ſufficient Forces to refiſt 
or perhaps Courage. {| So Bellarmine. | Another 
ſticks not to ſay, that the Apoſtles themſelves 
in Preſcribing SubjeGion and Obedience, did 
it only to flatter the Emperours, and curry 
favour with them. '| So Salmeron | A third 
has Taught, That the Do&rine of Reſiſtance was 
a Myſtery hid indeed from the firſt Ages, and 
reſery'd for the laſt days of greater Light. 
[ Jo. Goodwin, Anticav.S 4. 6. ] Butwhat will not 
ſome men ſay, when they are put to a plunge, and 
piach'd with the Evidence of a Plain Truth? The 
Bleſſed Apoſtles ſhall be called Paraſites and Dax. 
bers, rather than a Feſuite will contefs himſelf in 
the wrong; and the Goſpelit ſelf beliedto coun- 
tenance that whuch it every where condemns. 
2 Bur 
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But of all the Artifices -which ſeditious ſpirits | 
have taken up, there have been none more made Wil 
uſe of, than the- pretence of Religion and Zeal, Fo 
which hath been thought ſo creditable a. Cauſe % 
to engage in, that it could once convert the 
infamous title of Rebel or Traytor, to- that of 
Patriot. or Saint ; and” among thoſe that are ea-. 
ftly. blinded by their intereſt or ſucceſs, it hath 
quite \mother'd the Odinm of fuch Engagements : 
Beſides. which, it has had this advantage, That 
it always makes.Conſcience of its Party, for 
fear it ſhould condemn it ſelf, and fo ſtifles all 
doubts and ſcruples that might otherwiſe diſ- I 
courage the undertaking :- and as fome men 
have told a lye ſo often till they believe it to 
be true, ſo have ſome biggoted zealots en-. | 
ur d* their minds fo much to Rebellious Prm- 
ciples, that they think at laſt' they are bound. 
in Conſcience to put 'em- 1n- execution. We 
have had ſo many, and ſuch coſtly evidences. 
of this, tn this our Nation, that they tranſcend” 
the moſt tragical deſcription. From hence have 
iprung thoſe dangerous Poſitions whereby Trea=. 
for hath been defended , and” Rebethon openly 
maintain'd ; hence thoſe pernicious maxims, at 
once deſtrudtive of Religion and Conſcience, of 
Eaws and Government; That no Faith js to be- 
kept with Hereticks, and That Dominion 3s _ 

ea. 
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ded in Grace; . F mention botlr together , not 
only becauſe they were. both: broached in the 
ſame School, -but: chiefly becauſe we of this 
Nation have ſmarted ſo deeply. iromboth: The 

eſuits firſt ſet 'em on foot, and the Azabaptifis, 
Fifth-Monarchiſts and other- Seftaries followed 
their ſteps. And as 'tis the common Fate of 
Truth to- ſuffer from. both Extreams, while 
one fide hath pleas'd to callus Hereticks, and 
the other to ſtile themſelves Saints, they have - 
combin'd together, tho' they. would never own 
the Confederacy, todiſturban happy and'well-- 
ſetled Government, and to ruin ( as much as in 
them lay ) the beft Conftitmtion of Reformed Re- 
ligion in the whole world. But (bleſſed be God, 
and again T ſay bleſſed ) they are both ſtill in 
being ; and-they mutually ſtrengthen and up- 
hold each other : The Defender of the- Faxh of 
Chriſt is the Shield and Buckler of. bis Church: 
amongſt us, and by the Divine ProteCtion of | 


| him we are alſo ſecured in the quiet enjoyment 


of our Lives and Fortunes, of our Laws and- 
our Immunities, and'in the free and open Pro--- 
feſſion of Gods true Religion; Let us notforfeic 
fo great bleſſings by our Ingratitude to God 
and the King, by onr evil Lives and froward. 
tempers, and diſobedience to thoſe Laws, which 
fecure theſethings to us. . We havean excellent | 


 Govern=- 
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Government, to which Forreigners flee for Re- 
tuge, and ſtand in admirationat- our happineſs ; 
and they cannot imagine what thoſe People 
aile who murmur and complain in fuch a ſtate, 
unleſs they be fſurfeired and tick of Eaſe and 
Peace and Plenty. We have a Church' whoſe 
Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government, 15 Ap9- 
ſtolical and Primitive; defeCtive in nothing ſo 
much as the Obedience of her Members, unlels 
it be the Exerciſe of her Diſctpline ; The hatred 
and terror of the Romiſh Party, becauſe they 
know whereon we bottom, having preſcriptien 
irom the pureſt Apes againſt all their intole- 
rable Innovations and: Corruptions, maintaining 
Order and Decency according to the firſt Pat- 
tern, and moſt earneſtly contending for that Faith 
which -was-onre delivered tothe Saints; And if 
we be konld both by them and others for 
adhering moſt firmly to the Government, it 
ought to be our joy, it is our glory ; For this 
Church was always famous for her antainted Fi- 
delity and Loyalty to the Crown. ' Oh that our 
Lives were as good as our Rel:g7on, that our, con- 
verſation were ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, -in Purity and Peaceableneſs, m Gentle- 
neſs and Meckneſs, in Brotherly Love and Cha- 
rity ; and that we were all united in conſultiug 
our Intereſt as well as Duty, by a dutiful Obe 
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befor e the Lord Mayor.. ZE: 
dience to the Eftabliſh'd Laws : For believe me, 
among all the Propoſals which the various fan- 
cies of private men can project, you will find this. 
( above all, The trueſt Expedient for Peace and. 
| Union : where men cannot agree the Law de- 
; cides the difference, let us therefore agree at 
| leaſt in This, To be decided by the Laws. And: 
| if our Diviſions ariſe chiefly trom mens breaking | 
the Laws, then it naturally follows, and the - 
conſequence 1s ſo plain, that it needs no proof, 
the beſt way ro Unzte us all is To keep the Laws:.. 
Brethren, keep your Laws, and your Lawsunder: 
, God will keep your Liberties, Properties and. 
| Religion fate. And moreparticularly I beſeechr: 
| you, For the ſake of God and his Church, the + 
| Kings and your own, That you would all* 
ps as becomes good Snbjects*give a {pecial Inſtance- 
of this Duty, while you tranſact the buſineſs of- 
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this day, That ſo God may be glorifted, the Go- - 
wernment ſtrengthened, and the City credited. | 
' 
't THE EME 
—_ _— = _— ——_ ——__ 
| Ag. 13. lin. 3. for arrear, read errour. Pag. 18. lin. 22. after : 


: God, add He galls him twice in one verſe the Minifter of God. 


